



own past, and we only flourish when we are in touch with that past.’
All	of	our	churches	today	are	threatened	by	a	new	generation	dressed	
in	 jeans	 and	T-shirts,	 armed	with	 guitars,	 drumkits	 and	powerpoint	
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office he holds and the prestige given to the incumbent of Lambeth 
Palace by the worldwide church, but also because it is based firmly on 
Rowan	Williams’	experience	of	God.
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At	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 theology	of	Rowan	Williams	 is	 a	 transforming	


















difficult. Williams believes in the God who became utterly vulnerable 
in	Christ	and	therefore	‘demands	my	soul,	my	life,	my	all.’	The	gospel	
could not be more difficult than this. Williams believes that Christianity 
is not about a Christ who saves us the trouble of being crucified, but 
whose	 followers	must	 also	 bear	 the	 cross.	Williams	believes	 in	 the	
Jesus	represented	by	the	empty	tomb,	a	Jesus	who	has	a	continued,	
uncontrollable and inexhaustible presence in the world. This is difficult 
for	all	of	us	to	swallow.	Those	who	like	to	have	their	religion	cut	and	
dried are bound to find Williams’ uncontrolled and uncontrollable 
God difficult. Those whose theology rests on the bland and unthinking 


























is–almost	 always–wrong.	The	many	 voices	with	which	 humanity	













Mike	Higton	 is	 to	 be	 congratulated	 for	 throwing	 light	 on	 the	 often	
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obscure	writing	of	a	man	of	deep	Christian	faith.	After	 reading	 this	
book many of us, who have found Williams difficult in the past, will 
return	to	his	writings,	saying	with	Jacob,	‘I	will	not	let	thee	go,	except	
thou	bless	me.’
Denis Campbell,
St.	Andrews	Church,
Blackrock,	County	Dublin
